
Making a difference 

I am sure some of you hope to never hear the words “Imagine No Malaria” (INM) after 
the current campaign is over.  We say June will be the end for our conference 
participation,  but in all reality there will still be a need for assistance beyond June.  
While you have heard snippets of information over the past few months, I realize  
most of our sharing for INM has been in regards to the events and efforts we have 
held to try and raise funds.  I wanted to remind you of the importance of this task. 

 

You see this really is an extraordinary effort by the United Methodist Church and its 
partners.  Every sixty seconds one life is lost to this preventable disease.  Millions of 
people die each year meaning  millions more lives suffer as they lose their child, their 
mother, their father or their best friend.  The people living in poverty in Africa live in 
fear today because of a mosquito that carries this vicious killer: Malaria. 

 

Imagine No Malaria supports the Nothing But Nets campaign many of you may 
remember from years past.  That effort helped to decrease the death rate by half in 
three years’ time.  We want to do more so  we do not just put a band aid on the 
problem; we want to end the problem. 

 

We WILL do this by expanding prevention beyond nets through diagnostic tests and 
medication.  INM also helps improve the sanitation in these impoverished areas. This 
effort improves the infrastructure so treatment can be more effective. INM, with our 
help, will give much needed supplies to the hundreds of churches, schools, hospitals, 
and clinics who need assistance.  Education is also crucial.  INM has trained local 
people in African communities to teach their neighbors and community members 
about avoiding malaria.  And finally, our effort seeks to improve communication by 
building new radio stations and providing hand-crank and solar-powered radios to 
ensure           life saving information reaches those who are vulnerable. 

 

You should also know that health boards are being developed in these communities 
to ensure the effectiveness of this effort.  INM expects the health board in South 
Sudan to be operational soon and this effort to spread more effectively in the new 
country. 

 

INM believes this can all be done by January 1, 2015.  We believe as the author of 
Ephesians says ,“God can do far more than you could ever imagine…by working 
within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.” God has done much through us at 1

st
 

UMC Maryville and I thank you all for your participation and generosity.  We only have 
a little farther to go and I hope you will join me in prayer and in action as we Imagine 
No Malaria.                                 

Asa 

          Transformed by Christ, 

            we will 
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                                           World. 
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Don’t forget! 

Church Wide 

Conference 

Sunday, March 3rd 

@11:45 



Sunday, March 3, 2013                                                                           
7:35 AM  Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249                                                   
8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall                                       
9:15 AM  Sunday School                                                                 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary                                        
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall                                              
11:45 PM  Youth to Lunch                                                                
11:45 AM  Church Conference, Sanctuary                                             
3:30 PM  Family Swim Party, National Fitness Center                          
4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254                                                  
5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249                                                          
5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252                                                          
6:00 PM  Youth 

  Monday, March 4, 2013                                                                   
10:00 AM  Golden Opportunities Council, 243                                        
3:15 PM  Primary Praise Singers (K-1st), 254                                         
3:15 PM  Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd), Asbury Hall                                  
3:15 PM  Joy Singers (4th –6th), Asbury Hall                                       
6:00 PM  Wesley Day School, 151                                                          
7:00 PM  Witness, 243                                                                      
Tuesday, March 5, 2013                                                                    
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214                                                                  
6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury                                                        
7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell                                            
7:00 PM  AA, 128                                                                         
Wednesday, March 6, 2013                                                                     
7:00 AM  Middle Schoolers to Chick Fil A                                                
3:00 PM  Seeing Gray In a Black & White World, 215                              
3:45 PM  High School Girls Bible Study, Vienna                                    
6:00 PM  Recovery at Maryville, 214                                                         
6:15 PM  Men’s Chorus, 249                                                                     
7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera                                                       
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249                                            
Thursday, March 7, 2013                                                                             
6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214                                                      
10:15 AM  Asagao, 252                                                                       
12:00 PM  The Way, 214                                                                       
2:00 PM  Art Appreciation, 126                                                              
5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall                                                      
6:00 PM  Craft Group, 214                                                                        
7:00 PM  AA, 128 

Friday, March 8, 2013                                                                                
4:00 AM  Leave for Confirmation Retreat, Wesley Hall 

Sunday commitments for March 3, 2013 

Prepare for Worship             
Isaiah 55: 1-9                             
Psalm 63: 1-8 (UMH 788)                 
1 Corinthians 10: 1-13                
Luke 13: 1-9 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory            
Bonnie & Sterley Van Pelt      
Phil & Amy Large 

 10:30 Sanctuary                       
Chip & Summer Webb     
Jackie Abbott                                   
Jill Rollins 

 10:30 The Crossing  

Talena, Mark, Alex & Isaac 
Douglass                                           
Rick Glardon 

 Acolytes:                                         
Sara Kate                                     
Delaney White 

Kids Own Worship  

Pre-school –                                    
Amber & Dallas Monroe 

Elementary –                                      
TBD 

 

Staff on call:                                    
Please contact                              
Brenda (414-8493)                                 
or Larry (414-8494)                    
Parsonage (233-2712) 

       

 

Church Calendar  March 3— March 9, 2013 
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Welcome Table 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By 

Edwin Shelley   Don & Ann McElhaney 

Music Fund 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By 

Boyd Goddard   Sara Margaret Depew 

Orchestra Fund 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By 

Ramelle Trundle  Gene & Frances Lovell 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By 

Brenda Lynn   Peggy & Herman Thompson 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Important Meeting! 

Immediately following the 10:30 worship service on 
Sunday, March 3rd there will be a Church 
Conference.  All are invited to this meeting for the 
purpose of voting on the modified proposal put 
forth by the building committee and affirmed by the 
Church Council.  All members of 1st UMC present 
will have a vote. 

Church Conference                            
Sunday, March 3rd 

@11:45                                                         
(in the Sanctuary) 

Welcome to 1st UMC! 

We extend a warm welcome to Kelly and John Morgan 
who joined 1st UMC-Maryville on                                          

Sunday, February 24th. 



Since starting work here in August 2012 I have quickly 
learned just how much ministry this church does both locally, 
across the country and around the world.                                    

Recently, I traveled to New Orleans to visit friends and catch 
a few Mardi Gras parades, a family tradition.  I had been to 
the city many times including a visit just eight months after 
Hurricane Katrina, an event that nearly killed the city.                         

On the Saturday before Mardi Gras, we joined our friends to 
watch what is probably the biggest of all the parades during 
the Carnival season.  The Krewe of Endymion parades 
through the Mid-City part of New Orleans.  Endymion is an 
all day event with music, food, and lots of fun.  The highlight 
is the massive parade where more than 26-hundred riders 
on more than two dozen floats throw beads, cups, 
doubloons and toys to the crowds jam packed along the 
streets.                                                                                           

Along the parade route you will find First Grace United 
Methodist Church.  It sits on Canal Street, one of the city's 
biggest thoroughfares. Many of you are familiar with the 
church's story and 1st UMC's involvement there since 
Hurricane Katrina.  I, too knew a little about the connections, 
but didn't fully understand the impact the “Bayou Missions” 
had made on this congregation.                                                          

My son and I along with one of his friends  walked about 
seven city blocks from our spot on the parade route to the 
church to meet with the minister, Shawn Anglim.  He was 
standing near the steps and giant columns at the main 
entrance to the church.  With a microphone in hand and 
dressed in bright orange shoes and a purple and white 
fedora,  this minister worked hard to grab people's attention 
as they passed by the church.                                                          

With tens of thousands of people lining the parade route, 
Endymion brings with it a wealth of opportunity to raise 
money, especially if you can offer what Anglim called "the 
best jambalaya in New Orleans." (and that wasn't stretching 
the truth!) 

 

The sign outside the church alerted 
everyone to what First Grace had 
to offer on this day of celebration.  
Food, fun and restrooms! Yes, they 
were selling "potty" passes to use 
the indoor flushable facilities, a rare 
treat during big events like Mardi 
Gras. 

 

 

 

 At the start, Anglim was introducing me to people and telling 
them I was from 1st UMC-Maryville. As soon as they heard 
where I was from they started to smile.  I don't think there 
was a soul there who didn't know about this church tucked 
away in the mountains of East Tennessee. At first it seemed 
like this was just good ole Southern hospitality, but later the 
connection became much more real and meaningful. 

 

Our first stop in my tour of 
this church (originally built 
for 1500 members) was 
the Sanctuary. Anglim 
took me over to the 
windows to show me just 
how high the water rose  
following Hurricane 
Katrina. As much as 8 feet 
of water stood in the 
building for several weeks.                 

About a mile down the street was Grace United Methodist 
Church, a predominantly African-American Church.  Spared 
from the floodwaters, the church did not stand up to Katrina's 
winds.  An entire wall of that building collapsed.  As people 
returned to the city ,members of both congregations realized 
it would be a long road to recovery and they couldn't do it 
alone.                                                                                                       

A small wooden pulpit with a few ornamentations sits near 
the stage in the Sanctuary.  It was pulled from Grace UMC 
and continues to serve as a reminder of that church's glorious 
past.  However it was other elements in the Sanctuary that 
opened my eyes to how the spirit of Christ in others had 
helped this congregation become vital again!  

During the first visits to First Grace, volunteers from Maryville 
took down a wall near the pulpit, built a stage and stairs just 
to name a few things. The seating came from another church.   

From the Sanctuary Anglim took me through a seemingly 
endless array of hallways and staircases showing off things 
like a free medical clinic, rooms used for transitional housing, 
and Hagar's House, a sanctuary for women & children he 
said may never have become a reality without 1st UMC 
support. 

Down one hallway small yellow post-it notes with "Maryville" 
written on them still adorned many of the doors.  A team from 
here went down in December so the visit was still fresh in the 
minds of many people at First Grace. 

(story continued on Page 4) 

Mission support! 

Bayou Soup Social                                                    
March 10th                                                                       
9 am—1 pm                                                                
Wesley Hall 

Bayou Mission Trip                                                                  

May 29th—June 4th 

(Contact Doug Jenkins if you are interested in going) 

865-681-1326 

Planting seeds of hope                                                                         
by: Clayton Hensley—Director of Communications 

Sweet Support 

Gateway to Independence is an organization helping 
young people with significant disabilities after they 
finish school. On Saturday, March 2nd at 2 pm you 
can help support “The Gate” by having dessert and 
bidding in a silent auction.  The event is in the 
Maryville High School Commons Area.  

For more information call 865-379-7904 
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(“Planting seeds of hope” ...continued from page 3) 

As we walked out of the church, a tall slender woman 
wearing a simple black shirt and equally contrasting hair 
approached me.  Her name was Stephanie and you could 
easily hear the gratitude in her voice when it came to 
talking about a church more than 600 miles away, one that 
helped give her family a second chance.  

Stephanie moved from Colorado to New Orleans on her 
son Chris's birthday.  She was 52 years old, had a broken 
marriage, two sons and no job.  With the help of "angels" 
from First Grace and other places Stephanie got a good 
job and was able to buy a house.  However, that home 
was in dire need of repair. 

When the mission team from Maryville arrived they 
thought only a few boards in the home needed replacing. 
Upon closer inspection the house had to be gutted.   The 
team rose to the task and worked diligently to help 
Stephanie and her family.   Rev. Anglim said "what has 
happened in Stephanie's life is the miracle called the 
church."  Her story also exemplifies  how people at this 
church serve as the hands and feet of Christ well outside 
the walls of the building on Montvale Station Road. 

 

First Grace UMC has come a long way since 2007 when 
the two congregations emerged from the catastrophe that 
was Hurricane Katrina. Through hard work and help from 
others the two churches became one in the body of Christ.    
The pastor told me that of the Grace UMC members who 
were there in the beginning only two people have left.  
One moved away, the other became a minister.  The 
membership of First Grace is still much smaller than the 
building, but Anglim said there is rarely a Sunday that 
goes by that someone does NOT join the church. 

 

Put a little Spring in 

your steps!    

As the daffodils and 
crocuses begin to bloom 
we are reminded that 
Spring is almost here.  
Sure, we might still have a 

cold spell or two, but there are plenty of reasons to 
get outside!   If you like to hike then you might 
consider joining the Young Adult group on April 
20th.   They will be going on a day hike.  The details 
are still in the planning stages, but it’s never to early 
to plan and hope for great weather! 

The seeds 1st UMC planted years ago have grown and 
prospered.  While the church may be small in numbers, the 
impact of what the people are doing there is immeasurable.   
For those who have not been to New Orleans it is often difficult 
to understand what this city has been through and how resilient 
its people are.   First Grace UMC stands as a testament to that 
resilience as well as to what is said on the church's website. 

 

"We have embraced this moment in our shared histories to see 
ourselves as "new beings" called to witness to a new way of 
being in our city; of not just living next to each other but living 
with each other and for each other." 

 

Here at 1st UMC-Maryville one part of our mission is to touch 
the community and the world beyond, by our service. Ask 
anyone at First Grace UMC if we're holding true to our mission 
and you will likely get a resounding YES! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Musical                                      
Tuesday, April 16th 

*6:30 pm  

(*please note the new time) 
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Hospitality help wanted!  

Do you remember the first 
time you came to church and 
how you were greeted?  It 
can make all the difference in 
the world.   

The Witness Team is 
currently looking for people to 
welcome folks to 1st UMC in 
a variety of ways.   

 

Ushers, greeters, and Welcome Center guides are 
all needed.  On Sunday, March 17th at 11:45 
there will be a training session with lunch provided 
for all those who are interested.   

Back up training will be held on Thursday, March 
21st at 7:00 pm.  Please call the church office at 
865-982-1273 if you are interested in participating 
in this vital effort. 

Make the switch, save a life  If you are still getting 
a print copy of “The Bell”  consider the switch to 
digital delivery.  Doing this can save a life!  For 
each switch $10 will be donated to Imagine No 
Malaria.  Visit our website www.fumc-maryville.org 
for more details. Click on the Happening at 1st tab, 
then “Church Bell.” 

http://mint.nowsprouting.com/firstunitedmethodistchurch41/greenhouse/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


Eggstravaganza 2013 

Just a few weeks from now children will be scurrying to 
find eggs filled with treats.  This year’s Easter Egg Hunt 
is Sunday, March 24th.    Right after church families 
will gather in Wesley Hall for lunch then head out to 
hunt for Easter Eggs. The church will provide the meat 
and drinks for the meal so please bring side dishes! 
Please sign up by going to www.fumc-maryville.org. 
(Just look for the “Event Registration” tab).  You can 
also fill out the “tear off” in  your Sunday bulletin or  
contact Denise Johns at 268-292.  We also need 
donations of filled eggs for this fun event. Donations 
can be dropped off in the church office or bring them to 
room 115. 

Creative Time More than 
two dozen children stayed 
after church last Sunday for 
a little pizza and painting.  
The creations made during 
the event will be sold at silent 
auction on the night of the 
Children’s musical, April 

16th. The proceeds will go to the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign. 

More time for crafts                        
This weekend (and the first 
weekend of each month) if you set 
aside the time, we’ll set aside the 
space for you to work on those 
craft projects.                                               
This Saturday Barb Schneider of In 
Stitches Memory Quilts will also be 
here at 2 pm to showcase her t-
shirt quilting expertise.   

          Friday, March 1st from 10-6                                       
Saturday, March 2nd from 10-2                                           

(with special guest at 2pm) 

Resurrection Run Later this month we hope you will 
be joining us for a little running to benefit Family 
Promise.  The Resurrection Run is in Sandy Springs 
Park.  There is an award this year for the church with 
the most members participating.  The registration fee is 
$20 before March 15th.                                                                  

      You can visit http://www.imathlete.com to register 
online.  Just search for “Resurrection Run.”  Forms are 
also available in the church office. 

Adult Ministry News 

Between a rock and a hard place. 

Get set to get a little wet and muddy 
as you go on a cave crawl April 6th 
and 7th.  All children ages 6 and 
older are invited to go to Raccoon 
Caverns near Chattanooga.  The 
cost is $40 a person and covers the 
cave tour, a stay in a cabin and a         
t-shirt. (We ask that adults 

accompany their 6 & 7 year olds.)                                               
For more information contact Brittany at 865-982-1273 
or e-mail her at blittleton@fumc-maryville.org. 
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Look what I learned!                                            
Sunday, February 24th                                                             

(Last Sunday)                                                                                       
Preschool—The Forgiving Father                    

(Luke 10:27) 

K-4th Grade—The Forgiving Father                
(Luke 15:11-32) 

5th & 6th Grade—Professing Belief                   
(Raising of Lazurus) 

Sunday, March 3rd                                      
(next Sunday)                                                                                  

Preschool— Jesus washes feet                                              
(John 3:16)                                                                                                

K-4th Grade—Jesus washes feet                                        
(John 13: 1-15) 

5th & 6th Grade—Praising Jesus                     

Children’s Corner 

Jubilation 2013 

This Spring, the Holston Conference 
sponsors a retreat just for people 50 
and older at the Meadowview Resort 
and Conference Center in Kingsport.   
Jubilation 2013 costs range from $175 
to $295.  The money includes lodging, 

five meals, the programs and workshops.   
Transportation from the church will be provided at a 
cost of $25.   Please let Ginny West Case know if you 
plan on going.  You can also find more information at 
www.jubilation.holston.org. 

Retreat Details It is almost time for the current 
Confirmation Class to go on their retreat.  The class will 
be meeting at the church on Friday, March 8th for pizza 
then head to Lake Junaluska. Everyone needs to bring 
their Bible, comfortable clothes, money for lunch on the 
way home and spending money for a visit to the Mast 
General Store.  Please, no electronics!  This is a time 
for being with friends, learning and spending a weekend 
away from our everyday distractions.  

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.imathlete.com
mailto:blittleton@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.jubilation.holston.org


Maryville First United Methodist Church 

804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 

Phone:  865-982-1273 / Fax:  865-983-5408 

 

www.fumc-maryville.org 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

